Pali

Notes

Pali Romanization Table
1997 version

Pali

(in Various Scripts)

Only the vowel forms that appear at the beginning of a syllable are listed; the forms used
for vowels following a consonant can be found in grammars; no distinction between the two
is made in transliteration.
The vowel a is implicit after all consonants and consonant clusters and is supplied in
romanization, except when another vowel is indicated by its appropriate sign.
Exception: Niggahita and safifiaka combinations representing nasals, are romanized by:

n before gutterals, 7i before palatals,

n before cerebrals, n before dentals, and

m before labials.
In Bengali script, ba and va are not differentiated. The romanization should follow the
value of the consonant in the particular passage, ascertainable by checking the same passage
as printed in other scripts.

Romanization Bengali Burmese Devanagari Sinhalese Thai

Vowels (see Note 1)

a

O O g & =4

Consonants (see Note 2)

Gutturals
ka
kha
ga
gha
na

Palatals
ca
cha
ja
jha
fia
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Northern Thai

Tua Tham/A  Tua Tham/B

Lao

Khmer

Romanization

Vowels (Independent) (see Note 1)
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Vowels (Dependent) (see Note 1)
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Consonants (see Note 2)

Gutturals

EmcE
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Palatals
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Romanization Bengali By, Dy gari Sinhalese Thai
Cerebrals
ta 5 g z o P
tha Y § 5 o 3,3
da © 2 ¥ o n
dha 5 2 [ © nl
na q ® Ll « oM
Dentals
ta © i g ® n
tha q . a <} a
da % 3 g 4 n
dha g o, T Q 5
na L i T = u
Labials (see Note 4)
pa A O T ) J
pha % @ ® ® u
ba 3 © T e w
bha © » w [5) a
ma q © T ® "
Semivowels (see Note 4)
va T w q [~ 4
ra 2 9 s g 9
la q ) A c 8
la s @ € W
va 7 ° 1 . 2
Sibilant
sa A @ T e ®
Aspirate
ha 5 w E (o) ﬂ
Niggahita (see Note 3) Visagga
88t
8 m : h
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Romanization Khmer Lao Tua Tham/A  Tua Tham/B Northern Thai
Cerebrals

ta [ A ¢s ® &

tha u g o 9 8 8

da 2 g w Y 2 2

dha g [%V] s 2 2

na an o m ™ © [
Dentals

ta L] o o0 » [-2)

tha S o ] ) s E}

da ¢ 0 u ® [ )

dha [x] g ) o o o)

na 8 Q v -3 e 3
Labials

pa U 0O J I ) S

pha 4 g e 1% w w

ba n o w o © ©

bha A a n © » »

ma -] a b\ © 3 y
Semivowels

ya w DJ 3] w w w

ra ] Lﬁ s s 0 s

la nog a @ @ o

la g - 5 e 8 2

va v g 2 o ° )
Sibilant

sa oOp B 0 2 EYY)
Aspirate

ha o m 0 » )

Niggahita (see Note 3) Visagga
Om : h
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SPECIAL CHARACTERS AND CHARACTER MODIFIERS IN ROMANIZATION

Special character Name
’ apostrophe
Character modifiers Name
n] tilde
] macron
u] dot above
u} dot below
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USMARC hexadecimal code

27

USMARC hexadecimal code

E4
ES
E7
F2
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