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Romanization

Initial vowels are represented by 3 followed by a vowel letter. The initial J5is not represented in

romanization. In some cases, the short vowel

&=/ is not written in Arabic script.

cataloger should supply the unwritten vowel in romanization as 7

bizning

Arabic script (Afghanistan)
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Independent Initial Medial Final Romanization

B J J J zh
o - . o s
o L A e sh
N 2 - o s
P @ 2 2 z
L L b L t
L L L L z
z g * d |
't 3 2 & gh
o 3 2 i f
3 5 2 3 q
4 S < o k
Y g < Y g
J J § J |
¢ » - m
O ’ - v n
o » 4 4 h
3 3 3 3 v
&S 2 2 B y
¢ ¢ ”
Vowels
Independent Initial Medial Final Romanization
\ 1 \ \ a (see Note 2)
S ! , e T
3 3) 3 3 u
g 5! 3 3 u
o (a) 4 ah (final)

Short vowels are not written.
Initial vowels are preceded by the letter | (alif). When alif appears in this position, it is not represented

in romanization. When alif is used as a vowel, it is romanized as a.
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The vowels S = eand % = Jare sometimes replaced by S = fand 4 = drespectively. These

vowels should be romanized as found, e.g. &Ly 33\ as dzbekbut &y )\ as dzbik.

2017



Cyrillic script

Vernacular Romanization Vernacular Romanization
Upper case letters Lower case letters
A A a
5) B b
B V B v
r G r g
a D a d
E E e e
E E é é
XK Zh X zh
3 z 3 z
n I " i
7 I 7 i
K K K k
N L n I
M M M m
H N H n
O @) o] o]
n P n p
P R p r
Cc S c ]
T T T t
Yy U y u
() F (o9] f
X Kh X kh
N 5 u ts
Y Ch Y ch
w Sh w sh
b " (hard sign) b " (hard sign)
b " (soft sign) b " (soft sign)
3 E 3 é
L8] U 10 u
A 18 A ia
F Gh F gh
K Q K q
y U i U
X H X h
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Notes

1. In the initial position ¢ is not represented in romanization. In the Uzbek orthography of the

1920s, initial vowels were represented by a complex of two characters, a kursi’hamzah and a
long vowel. In these cases, the kursi/hamzah is ignored in romanization.
2. In the Uzbek orthography of contemporary Afghanistan, initial vowels begin with an alif. The

letter alif is romanized as & if it appears in a non-initial position.
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