Teaching with Primary Sources Professional Development
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Primary Secondary Source Sort

Participants will be able to justify their conclusions about whether a source is primary or
secondary depending upon the time or topic under study.

Participants will:

e |dentify factors that determine whether a source is primary or secondary
o Apply a definition of a primary source to a selection of sources

45 minutes
[J Subject File: United States--War Department--Army Signal Corps--Correspondence, 1908
(purchase order; 1908)
[J Drafts of Langston Hughes's poem "Ballad of Booker T.," 30 May-1 June 1941.
(Hughes's first draft; May 13, 1941)
[ Remember Brownsville.
(cartoon; 1906)
[J Georgia Caine and Anshutz sisters going to baseball game
(photograph; July 14 1909)
[J Carte figurative et approximative représentant pour I'année 1858 les émigrants du globe, les
pays dou ils partent et ceux ou ils arrivent
(map; 1862)
Jane Addams: A Resource Guide
(Web page, 2019)
[J Dewey in the Civil War
(page from textbook; between 1910 and 1920)
[1 The wedding of Pocahontas with John Rolfe / Geo Spohni.
(lithograph; c1867)
[] Columbus taking possession of the new country
(chromolithograph; 1893)
[1 The Washington Times. (Washington [D.C.]) 1902-1939, April 18, 1906, Last Edition, Image 1

(newspaper; April 18, 1906)

Print and compile one set of the above items for each group of three to five participants.

1.

Explain to participants that they will be examining printed versions of digitized items
from the Library of Congress Web site. Explain that for the purpose of this activity, it
is appropriate to use digitized items as primary sources.

Distribute a set of the 10 items to each group. Ask participants to sort the materials
into two piles - primary sources and secondary sources. They should be able to
justify to each other why an item should be in one pile or another. Give groups five
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minutes to work without further instruction. [Note: If questions arise, have participants jot
them down to discuss later.]

3. Ask participants if there are items about which they are uncertain. Suggest they
create a third pile for the uncertain items. Point out the creation date in the footer
of each item. Give participants another five minutes to continue sorting and
discussing.

4. When all groups have finished, ask each group to select one item from the
“uncertain” pile and choose a spokesperson to explain why the item was difficult to
classify. Discuss.

5. Ask participants if it would be helpful to have a definition for “primary source.”
Display or read the following definition of a primary source:
Primary sources are the raw materials of history — original documents and objects
that were created at the time under study. They are different from secondary
sources, accounts that retell, analyze, or interpret events, usually at a distance of
time or place.
Discuss. Emphasize to participants that a source might be primary or secondary,

depending upon the time or topic under study.

6. Give groups time to examine their piles again with the Library’s definition in mind,
and decide whether and how their thinking about primary and secondary sources has
changed. Discuss.

7. Direct groups to find The wedding of Pocahontas with John Rolfe. Ask them to
imagine their students are studying colonial history around the time of Jamestown.
Ask them to discuss in their groups whether they would classify this item as primary
or secondary. Have each group report its decision.

Note: in this situation, the item is considered a secondary source because it was
created long after the time under study.

8. Tell participants to imagine their students are studying 19th century attitudes about
the relationships between early colonists and Native Americans, and discuss whether
they would classify The wedding of Pocahontas with John Rolfe as a primary source
or a secondary source. Have each group report its findings.

Note: in this situation, the item is considered a primary source because it was
created at the time under study.

9. Direct groups to find Dewey in the Civil War. Ask, “In what situation would this be
considered a primary source?” [e.g., primary if studying textbooks of the early
1900s] Ask, “In what situation would this be considered a secondary source?” [e.g.,
secondary if studying Admiral Dewey]
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10. Repeat step 9 with Columbus taking possession [e.g., primary if studying 18th
century painting or 18th century views about Columbus; secondary if studying
Columbus]

11. Ask participants in small groups to list factors that determine if a source is primary or
secondary.

12. Discuss the following: Why is it important for you as the teacher to know whether a
particular source is primary or secondary? Why is it important for students to know?

Participant Prompt participants to discuss in small or large groups: When and why would you use primary
Discussion sources with your students? When and why would you use secondary sources with them?
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1€ Show these numbers on bills and refer to them in co dence.
gy N 3 8 1 “) Forward bills to Disbursing Officer, Signal Corps, U. 8. Army &aahngton D.C,
Requisition No. rendering them the same day shipment is made

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFIGER

Wright Brothers, - - WASHINGTON.  February 10, 1908,

Dayton, Ohio,
Gentlemen:

Under proposal ‘No. 203, opened in this office on
February 1, 1908, (41) __
I am dareoterl by the Chief Signal Officer of the Army to place order with yow for the
artioles listed below, subject to the tnstructions on the back hereof.
Goods must be securely pagked for shipment and delivered within ~ 200 days from

receipt of order, ¥xEXX KX XEXEXDIX%X to Fort Myer, Va.
being forwarded

If transportation charges are to be borne by the United States, Government bill of lading must
be received by yow before shipment is made. If yow ship without Government bill of lading, you
will be held for transportation charges. Advise if there is delay in furnishing bill of lading.

Inspection wiil be made gt Fort Myer, Va,

Mark packages:  Qrder 3619.

Address and ship:  Signal 0fficer,
Fort Myer,
Virginis,

ITEM,

One (1) heavier-than-air flying mechine, in sccordance
with Signal Corps Specification No. 486, dated December 23, :
1907, at $35 000, 00~=-=-~ e ———— e — e $35 000 oo

NOTE:

Bond is required in the sum of ten percent of the considera~

tion, and upon receipt of same your certified chesk for $2,500,00
will be returned to you.

Vert esper-tﬁolly\}

i 4pp. Board of Ordnance & Fort'ions ;\\3\:}3\« )X\
Inel. 4 & :

| Copies t0 AD-RED-B=TDwe Captain, Signal Corps, U. S. A,,

7. R. No. i s Con, 31250 Disbursing Officer.
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Introduction

Jane Addams (1860-1935) was a groundbreaking
social reformer, peace activist, and co-winner of
the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize. A graduate of Rockford
Female Seminary in lllinois, Addams traveled to
London in 1888 and drew inspiration from Toynbee
Hall, a settlement house that provided services to
the indigent. In 1889, Addams founded one of the
first settlement houses in the United States, Hull
House in Chicago, that provided educational
workshops and social services to thousands of the
city's poor, including immigrants.

Addams was a tireless advocate for the rights of
women, people of color, and children. Addams was
an officer in the National American Women's
Suffrage Association, one of the founders of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, and a founding member of the
National Child Labor Committee.

An ardent pacifist. Addams co-founded the
Women's Peace Party in 1915 and served as the
president of the Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom. Addams was a vocal anti-war
advocate during World War | and was eventually
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931 for her
years of activism.

Gerhard Sisters, photographer. Jane Addams. ca. 1914, Library of
Congress Prints & Photographs Division.
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